Hello. My name is Tatiana Kononova. I’m a 20-year-old student from Moscow. I’m doing a degree in oriental studies. I study at (attend) the Institute of Asian and African Studies (IAAS), Moscow State University (MSU). Any student of our department learns one or two oriental languages and studies economy, history, culture of Asian countries. As for me I specialize in Iran and Afghanistan. That’s why I learn Dari (one of the official languages of Afghanistan) and Farsi? which are very close to each other.
To tell the truth when I went to school I didn’t have any idea of entering that department and doing that subject. On the contrary I was going to study mathematics. But once hearing about IAAS I got so much excited that ever since I couldn’t stop thinking about it and realized my great interest in the subject. After entering the University I was offered Farsi and Dari to study. That wasn’t my choice but very soon I was completely in love with the languages. So I look upon this event as a kind of fate, a good one, no doubt. Now as I’m on my third year I’m completely convinced oriental studies is a kind of my destination and I hope I’ll be able to spend my life working in the field.
Moreover I’m fond of languages and linguistics. That’s why I learn besides Farsi, Dari and English, which are my obligatory subjects, Arabic, French and Spanish. And though my results are not that great yet but I believe I’ll make some progress soon.
But don’t think I spend all my time at the University or at the library. Not at all. Besides languages I’ve got some more hobbies. I’m keen on sports. I practice taekwon-do (That’s a Korean martial art) and enjoy watching football and other sports on TV. I’m also an avid book reader. And sometimes I prefer spending evening reading a good fiction book to reading my textbook.
Moreover I like traveling. I’ve visited a lot of countries such as Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Italy, Greece, Egypt and I dream about Iran, Spain, GB, Japan, Peru and many others.
